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BOSTON, AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER, 1896. 



War will never yield but to the principles of universal justice and 
love, and these have no sure root but in the religion of Jesus Christ. 
Christianity is the true remedy for war, not Christianity in name, not 
such Christianity as we see, not such as has grown up under arbitrary 
governments in Church and State, not such as characterizes any Chris- 
tian sect at the present day, but Christianity as it lived in the soul and 
came forth in the life of its founder; a religion that reveals man as the 
object of God's infinite love, and which commends him to the unbounded 
love of his brethren; a religion the essence of which is self-denial, self- 
sacrifice in the cause of human nature ; a religion which proscribes, as 
among the worst sins, the passion of man for rule and dominion over his 
fellow-creatures; which knows nothing of rich or poor, high or low, 
bond or free, and casts down all the walls of partition which sever men 
from one another's sympathy and respect. 

William Ellery Channing. 
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CONSTITUTION 



OF THE 



American Peace Society. 



Article I. This Society shall be designated the " Amebic an 
Peace Society." 

Art. II. This Society, being founded on the principle that all 
war is contrary to the spirit of the gospel, shall have for its object 
to illustrate the inconsistency of war with Christianity, to show 
its baleful induence on all the great interests of mankind, and to 
devise means for insuring universal and permanent peace. 

Art. III. Persons of every Christian denomination desirous of 
promoting peace on earth, and good-will towards men, may be- 
come members of this Society. 

Art. IV. Every annual subscriber of two dollars shall be a 
member of this Society. 

Art. V. The payment of twenty dollars at one time shall con- 
stitute any person a Life-member. 

Art. VI. The chairman of each corresponding committee, the 
officers and delegates of every auxiliary contributing to the funds 
of this Society, and every minister of the gospel who preaches 
once a year on the subject of peace, and takes up a collection in 



behalf of the cause, shall be entitled to the privileges of regular 
members. 

Art. VII. All contributors shall be entitled within the year to 
one-half the amount of their contributions in the publications of 
the Society. 

Art. VIII. The Officers of this Society shall be a President, 
Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, a Treasurer, an Auditor and a 
Board of Directors, consisting of not less than twenty members of 
the Society, including the President, Secretary and Treasurer, 
who shall be ex-officio members of the Board. All Officers shall 
hold their offices until their successors are appointed, and the 
Board of Directors shall have power to fill vacancies in any office 
of the Society. There shall be an Executive Committee of seven, 
consisting of the President, Secretary and five Directors to be 
chosen by the Board, which Committee shall, subject to the 
Board of Directors, have the entire control of the executive and 
financial affairs of the Society. Meetings of the Board of Direc- 
tors or of the Executive Committee may be called by the President, 
the Secretary or two members of such body. The Society or the 
Board of Directors may invite persons of well known legal ability 
to act as Honorary Counsel. 

Art. IX. The Society shall hold an annual meeting at such 
time and place as the Board oi Directors may appoint, to receive 
their own and the Treasurer's report, to choose officers, and 
transact such other business as may come before them. 

Art. X. The object of this Society shall never be changed; 
but the constitution may in other respects be altered, on recom- 
mendation of the Executive Committee, or of any ten members of 
the Society, by a vote of three-fourths of the members present 
at any regular meeting. 
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ent footsteps. Every line in the book is worth read- 
ing. . . . Miss Phelps is satisfied with nothing less 
than the best — in life, in love and in religion.'' — Lon- 
don Christian World. 
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Times. 
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the pages." — The Independent, New York. 
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ANGLO-AMERICAN ARBITRATION. 

THE DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 

The publication on the 17th of July of the correspon- 
dence between Secretary Olney and Lord Salisbury on the 
subject of a permanent arbitral arrangement between this 
country and Great Britain, including a part of the Vene- 
zuela correspondence, was a most important as well as 
unique procedure. This is probably the first time in the 
history of diplomatic negotiation, when an important cor- 
respondence on a subject of great delicacy as well as mo- 
ment has been given in full to the public before the com- 
pletion of the negotiation. State departments have been 
noted for their secrecy, and advantage has often been 
taken of this secrecy by selfish and designing men to bring 
on wars which never could have occurred if the subjects 
in dispute could have been passed upon by the two peo- 
ples themselves. From this point of view the publication 
of this correspondence is of the greatest moment and is 
likely to inaugurate a new era in diplomatic methods. It 
is a distinct recognition that the people of the two na- 
tions have a right to know something of what is going on 
behind the state department curtain when these proceed- 



ings, conducted usually by about four men, may involve 
the gravest results to the people themselves. It is under- 
stood that this correspondence was given out with the 
special intent that people on both sides of the water might 
know exactly in what position the Venezuela difficulty 
stood and also the matter of a general arbitration treaty, 
and thus be able to think and speak intelligently of these 
questions in which all thoughtful persons of both coun- 
tries have felt so deep an interest. We do not know 
whether Lord Salisbury or Secretary Olney, or one of the 
ambassadors, proposed this course, but it can not be 
spoken of in terms of too high commendation. 

The correspondence divides itself into two parts, that 
touching Venezuela and that relating to a general arbitra- 
tion treaty. At first view, the two parts do not seem 
very closely related, but on closer consideration they are 
seen to be most intimately connected. The renewal of 
the negotiations for a general system of arbitration be- 
tween the two countries, which began while Mr. Gresham 
was still alive and probably at his instance, evidently grew 
out of the Venezuela discussion. Lord Salisbury's plan 
for a general arbitration treaty evidently formed itself in 
his mind with reference to the position taken by him on 
the Venezuela question, and with a view to having that 
excluded from the general arrangement. Secretary 01- 
ney's criticisms and proposed amendments seem also to 
have been in a measure dictated by our government's 
views of the same question. It is easy to see, from the 
correspondence, that the two subjects are so intimately 
related that the progress of the negotiations for a general 
treaty is closely dependent on the course taken in refer- 
ence to the Venezuela question. This seems unfortunate, 
though we hope it will not prove to be so in the end. But 
for the Veuezuela discussion, the subject of a general 
treaty might not have been raised at all at the present 
time, and we shall hope that the one subject may event- 
ually aid in the solution of the other. 

The correspondence shows that the two governments 
have strongly felt and readily responded to the large de- 
mand of public opinion in both countries for the adjust- 
ment of present and all future difficulties by rational and 
peaceful methods. 



